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tend to be highest in Appalachia, the
Pississippi Delta, along the Mexican border
and in states with mary American Indian
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Louisiana and one in Marth Dakota have
child poverty rates of 50 percent or more

Liebach County, South Dakota, has the

highest rate of dhild poverty at 67 percent
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i T RURAL AMERICA It is not limited to a single geographic
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The Poorest of the Poor in Rural Education

Research suggests that powverty is the biggest threat to academic
achirvement, With that in mind, the Rural Schaal and Community
Trust set out to identify the poorest rural school districts in avery
state, The group wed Five indicators to point toward what thay
termed “concentrated poverty” Those indicators are I number
of students living in the districts ﬂ'pﬂrcrnr.'.gr of those students

NEW MEXICO
Highest level of
studenits |r-.'ﬂg|n-

poverty o8 peErCEnk

ARIZONA

Highest beved of students
of colce, 99 percent

© These fiqures are for the 10 percent of poorest rural school districts

within aach state, not the state as a whole.
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living iin povarty, E) percantage of students of color, @ educational
spanding per student and E3 high schoal graduation rate. These 13
states —‘F-u-rrnirlg & zolid band acroz: the southern United States,
fram California to Morth Carolina—had the most concentrated
poverty in mural areas
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Students in Rural Schools

BY RACE
8.258.511  White
1119974  Black
1,071,709 Hispunil:
SE4. 640 American Indian/
Alazkas Mative
199,441  Asian/Pacific [slander
10,964,005 TOTAL

Poverty in Rural Public Schools

BY RACIAL OR ETHNIC GROUP
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