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Graph 1: U.S. Muslims’ Beliefs
90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

Sunni Shiite Other Muslims

pe
r

c
en

ta
g

e 
O

f 
u

.S
. M

u
Sl

iM
S

              Native Born

  Foreign Born

Understanding
1. To be sure you are reading the data correctly, answer the following questions:

a. To which branch of Islam do most U.S. Muslims belong? 

b. Which is the second most numerous group of U.S. Muslims?

analyzing
2. Now think about what the data means.

a. Hypothesize about why there might be such a high proportion of “other” Muslims in the United States.

b. How does knowing that there are different branches within Islam affect your understanding of the 
faith? Of U.S. Muslims?
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