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Examining Stereotypes in Books

As you read independently, complete the handouts on page 3 and 4. Use specific examples from your book to
show how it reinforces or breaks down stereotypes. The questions and issues on the next page may help guide
your thinking, or you might have your own ideas to contribute.

Gender Stereotypes

What stereotypes about gender come up in the book you are reading? What gender are most of the characters,
and how do they act? What is important to them? What explicit or implicit messages might the author be sending
about gender? How is this similar to or different from what you’ve seen in other books?

Race/Ethnicity Stereotypes

What stereotypes about people of color come up in the book you are reading? What race or ethnicity are the
characters, and how do you know? What explicit or implicit messages might the author be sending about race
or ethnicity? How is this similar to or different from what you’ve seen in other books?

Class Stereotypes

What stereotypes about class come up in the book you are reading? What social class do some or all of the
characters represent? What explicit or implicit messages might the author be sending about class? How is this
similar to or different from what you’ve seen in other books?
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EXAMPLE OF REINFORCING A STEREOTYPE:

Book Title and Author “Tales O'F a FOMrTh
Grade Nothing™ by Judy Blume

EXAMPLE OF CHALLENGING A STEREOTYPE:

Book Title and Author “The OThCV‘ 5’\de“ bYl
Jacqueline Woodson

Example of Stereotype Being Reinforced or Challenged
[his book reinforces the stereo-

Example of Stereotype Being Reinforced or Challenged

[ his book fights The sterectype

Type Thal girls are fussy and

That people of different races can't

whiny, and boys are low-key and

make friends with each other. |he

et Thinas go. Shella is always

man chavacter's mom doesnT

complaming dbouit Things That

wanT her To make friends with

The gl on “The other side” of

gon“f seem Thal imporTant, and
eTer is dble To see The bigger

The fence because she is black, buil]

icTure and act more sensible.

it Turns out The agirls have a’loT

n common and Therr races don't

Keep Them dparT any wore Than

The fence does.

What harm or help does this stereotype cause?

1 think The book is sending an

What harm or help does this stereotype cause?

his book _sends a really helpful

untair wessaoe doouil boys and dirls,

messacge. 1T shows Thdal race

oys and grls can both be {tussy

is noT a redson To avold making

or sensble”al different Times, and

triends with someone you Think”

iT's noT fair when books only show

Nou might get dlong with. LoTs o

oth genders To be one way. |

Kids could be helped by This lesson

wish There were more stories Tha

ecause iT shows Thal {friendship

showed Thal airls could be “cool”

15 more mporTanT Than skin color.

The way Peter s w This book. 1T

is harmful To gl readers To feel

ke There s ov‘ﬂ\/ one_Way The\/

con be!

'What to Do About It?
Anvore who writes stories can

fight This sTereoType by wrilting

move stories wWith characTers who

are “ouitside The gl and boy

xes” To show Thdl boys and girlg

con dct n dll sorTs of different

ways, vegardless ot Their gender.

'What to Do About It?

Story writers can show people
ot ditfferent races getTing dlong,
ond We can dlso keep This book’s
messdoe n mind when we make
friends with dll different people
regardless of vrace.
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